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applied to a considerable extent throughout the whole Province It was arranged that Judicial officers of original jurisdiction should be placed on special duty with Settlement officers to study settlement, when then services could be spared from their own special work I have no doubt that this will tend greatly to the practical improvement of the administration of justice in cases between landlord and tenant, and other cases affecting the agricultural community Surely the necessity for such action in this particular class of cases is only an indication of the importance of practical knowledge of the people, their customs and their interests, on the part of the officers engaged in the administration of justice. It is impossible without grave injury to the interests of the people to leave the administration of justice in the hands of men whose training consists only in the study of law books, and who are without that knowledge of men and of customs which intercourse with the people is necessary to supply.
There could be no more fatal error in Judicial administration m India than to suppose that the lawyer trained in English law is ^pso facto able to dispense justice in the Indian courts. Yet it is an error that prevails far too widely, and is difficult to eradicate. It is of great interest in this connection briefly to recall the history of the formation of the High Court Formerly there had been two Appellate Courts existing side by side, an arrangement which led to difficulties which are fully described in Ilbert's " Government of India," as well as in the Parliamentary Debates
In introducing in June, 1861, the Bill "for the purpose of forming one instead of two Superior Courts in India," Sir Charles Wood thus explained the position * " There is the Supreme Court, consisting of lawyers and Queen's Judges sent out from this country, which has complete jurisdiction over the three Presidency Towns of Bengal [i e Calcutta], Bombay, and Madras, and exclusive criminal jurisdiction in important matters over Europeans, in whatever part * Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Vol CLXIII, p 647